
 
 
 
 
              

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

March 24, 2014 

Publicity Contact: 

Angie Thomas 

630-765-5826 

publicity@dupagecountynaacp.org   

 

TWENTY-EIGHT HIGH SCHOOLS REPRESENTED IN ACT-SO COMPETITION 

Sixteen Gold Medalists Advance to National Competition 

 

LISLE, IL – Students representing 28 area high schools placed in the DuPage County ACT-SO Local 

Competition held Saturday, March 15 at the College of DuPage.  Fifty-seven youth competed for top honors in 

Science, Business, Humanities, Performing Arts, and Visual Arts categories.  ACT-SO – the Afro-Academic, 

Cultural, Technological and Scientific Olympics – is a year-long enrichment program designed to encourage high 

academic and cultural achievement among high school students of African descent. The program features three 

components: mentoring, academic enrichment, and a local competition.   

 

“Many students participate in ACT-SO two or three years in a row,” said Dorletta Payton, Chairperson of the 

DuPage County ACT-SO program. “They work extremely hard to expand their knowledge and develop their 

talents to be the best, locally and among their peers, nationally,” said Payton. 

 

A record 16 students who were awarded gold medals in 18 categories were acknowledged with other winners at 

the ACT-SO Awards Banquet on Sunday, March 16.  More than 400 parents, ACT-SO alumni, volunteers and 

program partners such as Argonne National Laboratory, Outerwall, Inc., and McDonald’s Corporation celebrated 

the hard work of the 2013-2014 ACT-SO class.  The gold medal winners who will represent DuPage County 

ACT-SO at the National Competition being held in Las Vegas in July are: 
 

ACT-SO Category / Student / High School / Grade 

 Architecture Anwuli Onwuta, St. Charles-12 

 Biology/Microbiology Asare Nkansah, Waubonsie Valley-11  

 Chemistry/Biochemistry Robyn Henderson, Downers Grove South-12  

 Dramatics Jordan Henderson, Bolingbrook-12  

 Drawing Makayla Hughes, Metea Valley-12 

 Entrepreneurship Samuel Washington, Neuqua Valley-12 

 Filmmaking Darryl Crady, Saint Viator-11  

 Mathematics Bryce Smith, Metea Valley-12 

 Medicine & Health N'Crai Pittman, Oswego East-12  

 Music Composition Tavis Reed, Illinois Math & Science Academy-10 

 Music Instrumental Classical Alexis Johnson, Rosary Catholic High-9  
 Music Vocal Classical Malcolm Smith, Bolingbrook-12  

 Music Vocal Contemporary Ebony Graves, Oswego East-11 

 Oratory Rashad Crosby, Naperville North-12  

 Photography Olivia James, Aurora Central Catholic-11  

 Poetry Robyn Henderson, Downers Grove South-12  

 Sculpture Kelechi Agwuncha,, Proviso Math & Science Academy-11 

 Short Story Robyn Henderson, Downers Grove South-12 

 

In marking the 35
th
 anniversary of the program, three founding leaders of DuPage County ACT-SO were honored 

at the ACT-SO Awards Banquet.  Dr. Ernest Gibson served as President of the DuPage County Branch, NAACP 

from 1979-1982.  After learning about ACT-SO, a program of the National NAACP intended to shift the focus 

from athletic achievements to academic accomplishments, Dr. Gibson brought ACT-SO to DuPage County.  The 

first Chairperson of the DuPage County ACT-SO program was Rose Thompson, a NAACP member  



 
 

appointed by Dr. Gibson. During her tenure, Thompson was instrumental in involving community groups with 

ACT-SO.  Leading the way, in those early years, was the Lambda Alpha Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority, Inc., which Thompson served as President.  Lambda Alpha Omega, also honored at the ACT-SO 

Banquet, continues to partner with DuPage County ACT-SO, providing funding, volunteers for competition day, 

and referrals for judges and mentors. Sadie Flucas, Chairman Emeritus of DuPage County ACT-SO, is credited 

with revitalizing the program after a nine year period of inactivity.  Flucas became chair of the program in 1994; 

and under her direction the number of volunteers and program partners so critical to the success of the program, 

increased exponentially. DuPage County ACT-SO also celebrated a string of consecutive National medal wins 

during those years Flucas led the program.   

 

“ACT-SO is the kind of program that needs everybody involved in order for it to work,” said Flucas.  “To see 

how the program has evolved into a comprehensive enrichment program that gives students exposure to 

professionals in their competition field, makes me so proud.” 

 

Along with DuPage County ACT-SO’s founding leaders, the College of DuPage was honored at the ACT-SO 

Awards Banquet.  From the beginning, College of DuPage has provided space and resources for monthly 

enrichment sessions and annual competitions.  Some faculty members have served as competition judges for 

nearly a decade.  Dr. Ernest Gibson and Sadie Flucas were both administrators for the College of DuPage, the first 

and second African Americans, respectively, and are responsible for having the vision to establish and nurture the 

partnership. 

 

ACT-SO Gold Medalists were again recognized this past Saturday at the DuPage County Branch, NAACP 58
th
 

Annual Freedom Fund and Scholarship Gala.   

 

DuPage County ACT-SO is a program of the DuPage County Branch of the NAACP and is sponsored by the 

College of DuPage and the DuPage Regional Office of Education.  The national ACT-SO program has helped 

more than 260,000 young people in 200+ communities across the country, open new doors to learning and define 

career paths, since its inception 36 years ago.  

 

Program organizers are now preparing its 2014 Gold Medal winners for the National Competition which will be 

held July 17 - 19.  The focus shifts to raising funds needed to get the 16 DuPage County ACT-SO students to the 

National Competition in Las Vegas, NV.  DuPage County ACT-SO is working toward a fundraising goal of 

$25,000 to cover airfare, lodging, and other expenses associated with the trip.   

 

To make a contribution to help ACT-SO students get to the National Competition visit http://dupageact-

so.causevox.com.  The complete list of 2014 Local Competition winners and additional information about the 

DuPage County ACT-SO program is available at www.dupageact-so.org or by call 331-462-2876. 

 

 
About the DuPage County Branch NAACP 
Founded in 1909, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is the nation’s oldest and 

largest civil rights organization. Its members throughout the United States and the world are the premier advocates for civil 

rights in their communities, conducting voter mobilization and monitoring equal opportunity in the public and private sectors.  

  

The DuPage County Branch of the NAACP has been active in the County and surrounding areas including Will, Kendall and 

Kane Counties for more than 50 years, since it was chartered in November 1956.  The Branch has grown to the second largest 

in the state of Illinois, raised significant funding for the Syd Finley Memorial Scholarship, and produced several National 

Medalists from the Afro-Academic, Cultural, Technological and Scientific Olympics (ACT-SO) competition. 

###  

http://dupageact-so.causevox.com/
http://dupageact-so.causevox.com/
http://www.dupageact-so.org/

