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DUPAGE AREA STUDENTS RECEIVE TOP HONORS IN NATIONAL ACADEMIC COMPETITION 

 

LISLE, IL – Two students who won gold medals during the DuPage County local ACT-SO competition in March, 

are bringing home gold from the 36
th
 annual ACT-SO National Competition held in Las Vegas, July 17-19.   

 

ACT-SO – the Afro-Academic, Cultural, Technological and Scientific Olympics – is a year-long enrichment 

program designed to encourage high academic and cultural achievement among high school students of African 

descent.  The national ACT-SO competition was the kick-off to the 105
th
 NAACP National Convention. 

  

“We are proud of our students for putting in the hard work it takes to get to the National Competition and I know 

that they are equally proud of themselves,” said Dorletta Payton, Chair of the DuPage County ACT-SO program.  

“It is truly rewarding to see our students grow in ability and confidence as they move toward achieving their 

goals.”  

 

The DuPage County ACT-SO program is one of the top in the nation.  Since 2000, the program has produced 

national medal winners for 13 consecutive years.  The 2014 National medalists from the DuPage County ACT-SO 

program include: 

Student / High School, Grade / ACT-SO Category / Medal 

 Anwuli Onwuta – St. Charles East, 12 – Architecture – GOLD 

 Bryce Smith – Metea Valley, 12 – Mathematics – GOLD 

“Being a part of ACT-SO taught me that there is no such thing as limitations especially in something that you 

have a passion for,” said Anwuli Onwuta, 2014 National ACT-SO gold medalist.  “I deeply believe that the 

DuPage County ACT-SO community's support and strong faith is such a strong force behind what makes ACT-

SO so successful." 

DuPage County ACT-SO had a total of 16 students, presenting or performing in 18 categories, in Las Vegas.  

Students competed against more than 600 peers from chapters across the country 

“We have to thank our volunteers, partner schools, sponsors, parents, and many others who support ACT-SO,” 

Payton said.  “Our students are successful because the adults give their time, commitment and knowledge; they do 

a great job of keeping the kids motivated.” 

 

DuPage County ACT-SO is a program of the DuPage County Branch of the NAACP and is sponsored by the 

College of DuPage and the DuPage Regional Office of Education 

 

ACT-SO, also called “The Olympics of the Mind,” is a program of the NAACP.   ACT-SO has helped more than 

260,000 young people in 200+ communities across the country open new doors to learning and define career 

paths, since its inception 36 years ago. The program features three components: mentoring, academic enrichment, 

and competition, which covers 27 categories of interest in the sciences, humanities, business, and performing and 

visual arts. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

DuPage County ACT-SO is hosting a Volunteer Fair on Wednesday, July 30 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for 

adults who may be interesting in sharing their time and professional experience, as mentors, with students.  The 

DuPage County ACT-SO Volunteer Fair will be held at the City of Naperville Municipal Center located at 400 S. 

Eagle Street.  To learn more about DuPage County ACT-SO and other ways to get involved in the program visit 

www.dupageact-so.org or call 331-462-2876. 

 

About the DuPage County Branch NAACP 
Founded in 1909, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is the nation’s 

oldest and largest civil rights organization. Its members throughout the United States and the world are the 

premier advocates for civil rights in their communities, conducting voter mobilization and monitoring equal 

opportunity in the public and private sectors.  

 

The DuPage County Branch of the NAACP has been active in the County and surrounding areas including Will, 

Kendall and Kane Counties for more than 50 years, since it was chartered in November 1956.  The Branch has 

grown to the second largest in the state of Illinois, raised significant funding for the Syd Finley Memorial 

Scholarship, and produced several National Medalists from the Afro-Academic, Cultural, Technological and 

Scientific Olympics (ACT-SO) competition. 
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